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TOWN OF CHEVY CHASE

COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES

May 11, 2016

Council and Staff

Scott Fosler, Mayor Todd Hoffman, Town Manager

Mary Flynn, Vice Mayor Chris Quintyne, Management Assistant

Barney Rush, Treasurer Ron Bolt, Town Attorney

Fred Cecere, Secretary

John Bickerman, Community Liaison

Residents and Guests

Don & Peggy MacGlashan, 4114 Woodbine Street Marjorie Shaw, 6917 Maple Avenue

You Mon Tsang, 4114 Blackthorn Street Ann Wild, 7104 Oakridge Street

Bari Schwartz, 4300 Willow Lane Wicca Davidson, 7600 Connecticut Avenue

Mike & Alisa Lebowitz, 7102 Oakridge Avenue Abigail Marshall, 4110 Rosemary Street

Landis Zimmerman, 4110 Rosemary Street Fran Pitlick, 4420 Stanford Street

Deborah Vollmer, 7202 44th Street Pat Burda, 4108 Woodbine Street

Carolyn Roberts, 4119 Rosemary Street Lou Evangelista, 4111 Rosemary Street

Tracey Denning & Jim Mich, 4400 Walsh Street Sarah Brophy, 4226 Leland Street

Holly & Chris Wright, 7101 Ridgewood Avenue Steve Lawton, 4120 Stanford Street

Cecily Baskir, 4408 Ridge Street John Fitzgerald, 4502 Elm Street

Melanie Manfield, 4322 Leland Street Coralee Hoffman, 3917 Virgilia Street

Barbara Rose, 6909 Ridgewood Avenue Mary Anne Hoffman, 7104 44th Street

Craig Brooks, 7101 Beechwood Drive Joe Fontana, 4208 Rosemary Street

Steve Seidel, 4426 Stanford Street John Murtagh, 7002 Maple Avenue

Tina & Michael Coplan, 7003 Meadow Lane Christine Real de Azua, 4502 Elm Street

David Kelly, Guest

I. GENERAL BUSINESS

A. Pledge of Allegiance

Councilmember Bickerman led those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance.

B. Oath of Office

Newly-elected Council members took the oath of office.

C. Election of Officers & Committee Liaisons
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Councilmember Flynn made a motion to appoint Councilmember Fosler as Mayor, 

Councilmember Flynn as Vice Mayor, Councilmember Rush as Treasurer, Councilmember 

Cecere as Secretary, and Councilmember Bickerman as Community Liaison. Councilmember 

Fosler seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously. 

Mayor Fosler deferred the appointment of Council liaisons to Town committees.

Each Councilmember made public statements.

D. Approval of Minutes of April 13 Council Meeting and May 3 Annual Meeting

Councilmember  Bickerman   made a motion to approve the minutes   of the   April   13 

Council m eeting  and the Ma y   3   annual meeting .    Councilmember  Cecere  seconded the motion ,   

and it passed by a vote of 3-0-2, with Mayor Fosler and Councilmember Rush abstaining.

E. Approval of April 2016 Financial Report

Councilmember Cecere  discussed the  April  201 6  financial report  and  made  a motion to 

approve  the report .   Councilmember  Bickerman   seconded the motion, and it passed  by a vote of 

4-0-1, with Mayor Fosler abstaining. 

F. Amendment to Agenda

Councilmember Flynn made a motion to  amend the meeting agenda to  a dd a  discussion 

related to the curb entrance ordinance. 

G. Town Manager’s Report

Town Manager Todd Hoffman reported on the initiatives undertaken by staff over the 

past month.

II. PUBLIC COMMENTS

Cecily Baskir, 4408 Ridge Street, commented on the Planning Board’s May 19 meeting.

Deborah Vollmer, 7202 44 th  Street, commented on the Bethesda Sector Plan and Purple 

Line density transfers, the status of surface parking lots 10 and 24, and the histor ic  preservation 

of the Tudor buildings on Wisconsin Avenue.

Melanie Manfield ,  4322 Leland Street ,  commented on the Planning Board’s propo sed 

Subdivision Staging Policy, which will be subject to a Planning Board public hearing on June 2.

Craig Brooks ,  7101 Beechwood Drive , commented on  public notice of administrative 

variance applications on the Town website.

III. VARIANCE HEARINGS

A. Variance Request, 4400 Walsh Street, Front Yard Fence
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Town Manager Todd Hoffman reported that  Jim Mich and Tracey Denning ,  4400   Walsh 

Street, were requesting a variance to construct a privacy fence at their home.

The applicants described the plan and the need for the variance.

Several  resident s commented: Joe Fontana ,  4208 Rosemary Street; and Craig Brooks, 

7101 Beechwood Drive. 

Council discussed the request.

Councilmember  Cecere  made a motion to approve the variance. Councilmember  Rush 

seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously. 

IV. TREE REMOVAL PERMIT APPEAL HEARINGS

A. Tree Removal Permit Appeal, 4112 Rosemary Street, Pin Oak

Town Manager Todd Hoffman reported that  David Kelly , 4 112   Rosemary Street, filed   an 

appeal of a denied tree removal permit for a pin oak located in the subject property’s front yard.

The applicant described the need for the tree removal permit appeal.

Several residents asked questions: Wicca Davidson, 7600 Connecticut Avenue; Lou 

Evangelista, 4111 Rosemary Street; Don MacGlashan, 4114 Woodbine Street; Deborah Vollmer, 

7202 44th Street; and Mike Lebowitz, 7102 Oakridge Avenue.

Several residents commented:  Sarah Brophy, 4226 Leland Street ;  Lance Zimmerman & 

Abigail Marshall, 4110 Rosemary Street; Deborah Vollmer, 7202 44 th  Street; Carolyn Roberts, 

4119 Rosemary Street; and Lou Evangelista, 4111 Rosemary Street.

Council discussed the request.

Councilmember  Bickerman  made a motion to approve the variance , with the following 

conditio ns: the owner will plant three  canopy trees  on the subject property at locations 

determined in consultation with the Town Manager and Town arborist,  with one tree planted  in 

the front yard  if possible ;   the owner will provide a two year warranty on the new canopy trees; 

and the owner will  install two dry wells in the front yard , as represented in the plans presented at 

the hearing .  Councilmember  Cecere  seconded the motion .  Councilmember Rush moved to 

amend the motion to  require the owner to plant   two trees  in the front yard , if possible .   The 

amendment and motion passed unanimously.

V. PUBLIC HEARINGS & COUNCIL ACTIONS

A. Public Hearing on an Ordinance Related to Curb Entrance Permits and Appeals

Mayor  Fosler  opened the public hearing on   an  ordinance  related to curb entrance permits 

and appeals.

 The following residents made comments:  Ann Wild, 7104 Oakridge Avenue; and John 

Murtagh, 7002 Maple Avenue.

Council discussed the ordinance.
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Councilmember  Cecere moved to  ask  the Special Committee on the Bethesda Downtown 

Plan Committee and the Public Services Committee to review and comment on the proposed 

ordinance.  Councilmember Flynn seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.

VI. COUNCIL ACTIONS

A. Approval of FY17 Budget and Tax Rates

Councilmember Bickerman   made a motion   to  adopt the  FY17 budget and tax rates. 

Councilmember Flynn seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.

VII. COUNCIL DISCUSSIONS

A. Bethesda Sector Plan and Related Legal Assistance

Council   members Barney Rush and John Bickerman  were asked  to conduct interviews for 

legal assistance related to the Bethesda Downtown Plan.

Mayor Fosler was asked to testify at the May 12 Planning Board work session on the 

Bethesda Downtown Plan.

B. Purple Line Mitigation

Councilmember Rush made a motion to create a Special Committee on the Bethesda 

Downtown Plan Committee and a Special Committee on Purple Line Mitigation.    

Councilmember Flynn seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.

Councilmember Flynn  asked  the Town Manager  to  monitor the Bethesda Downtown Plan 

and subdivision staging policy.

VIII. ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

 Fred Cecere

 Secretary

Transcribed by Christopher Quintyne, Management Assistant

Audio recordings of Council meetings are available on the Town website 

(www.townofchevychase.org) approximately one week following each meeting.

http://www.townofchevychase.org
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