
Long-Range Planning Committee:  Progress Report 
 
During the period from February 2014 through July 2014, the Long-Range Planning 
Committee focused on areas with potential major impact on Town residents—the 
Bethesda downtown plan and the rewrite of county zoning laws, plus the 2014 
county elections: 
 
Bethesda Sector Plan and Coalition of Bethesda Communities 

 Helped organize coalition of 18 single-family communities to give greater 
voice to residents concerns 

 Drafted letter to Planning Department chair presenting Coalition’s concerns, 
including the need to fully assess the impacts of increased development on 
traffic, schools, parks, open space and water quality 

 Tracked and actively participated in development of Bethesda downtown 
plan, including meetings on town issues with the Director of the Planning 
Department  

 Attended all public meetings held by County Planning Department related to 
Bethesda Sector Plan  

 Organized Town Hall public meeting for residents to learn about the 
Bethesda sector plan and ask questions of the chief planner 

 Monitored possible development at south end of Bethesda (commercial or 
residential development as part of new fire station)  

 
Zoning Rewrite and Map Amendment 

 In cooperation with Land Use Committee, tracked latest revisions to zoning 
map converting existing CBD zones to new CR zones  

 Met with county planners about concerns related to map conversions 
 

Bethesda Development  
 Continued to track development of Apex Building for use as new Purple 

Line/Metro station 
 
2014 Election Forums  

 Organized and held three forums for county candidates: District 1, At-Large 
County Council, and County Executive  

 Enlisted a dozen neighboring communities as co-hosts to help publicize 
forums  

 Coordinated broadcasting on county cable MMC-TV  
 Prepared forum announcements in Forecast along with candidates’ 

statements 
 
Purple Line Mitigation Advisory Committee 

 Supported activities by the Town’s Mitigation Advisory Committee 
concerning efforts to minimize adverse impacts from the proposed Purple 
Line  


